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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SA 

SUBJECT: ANOTHER OIL/GAS FIRE IN THE ABQAIQ AREA 
REF: (A) DHAHRAN 0486, (B) DHAHRAN 0488 

1 . ARAMCO CHAIRMAN KELBERER HAS PROVIDED ME WITH THE TEXT OF 
A STATEMENT CLEARED BY OIL MINISTER YAMANI FOR RELEASE 

TO THE PRESS BY ARAMCO'S NEW YORK OFFICE. YAMANI LEFT 
DHAHRAN EVENING APRIL 15 AFTER A HELICOPTER TOUR OF 
THE FIRE SITE. 

2. THE STATEMENT, WHICH MATCHES ALL THE REPORTS WE HAVE 
OBTAINED THUS FAR FROM ARAMCO AND OTHER SOURCES, READS AS 
FOLLOWS: "AN EXPLOSION AND FIRE OCCURRED EARLY THIS MORNING 
AT A GAS-OIL SEPARATOR PLANT (GOSP) LOCATED 40 KILOMETERS 
SOUTHWEST OF DHAHRAN. TWO SAUDIS AND ONE PLIISTANI WERE 
KILLED IN THE MISHAP. THE GOSP, WHICH WAS ALMOST TOTALLY 
DESTROYED, WAS ONE OF THREE WHICH SUPPLY FUEL GAS TO 
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UTILITTIES AND SOME INDUSTRIAL PLANTS IN THE DAMMAM”AL-KHOBAR 
AREA. OTHER GOSPS WERE IMMEDIATELY SWITCHED OVER TO 
SUPPLY FUEL GAS. THERE WAS NO DISRUPTION OF ELECTRIC POWER 
SERVICE OR CRUDE OIL PRODUCTION. THE MISHAP WILL HAVE NO 
AFFECT ON ARAMCO'S PRODUCTION OF CRUDE. JUST BEFORE THE 
EXPLOSION, GOSP PERSONNEL DETECTED A GAS LEAK IN AN OVERHEAD 
PIPEWAY. BEFORE THEY COULD TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTION THE GAS 
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ACCUMULATION IN THE VICINITY OF THE PLANT FLARES IGNITED. 
THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY 1:45 A.M. THE 
GOSP WAS ONE OF 54 BEING OPERATED BY ARAMCO." BUSHNELL 
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